
 

 

 

Name: Debra Lewis-Curlee 

Ward: Ward 2 

 

Do you agree with the goals outlined in the active transportation vision? 

Yes 

 

What components of the vision would you make a priority and how would you implement them? 

Complete a connectivity analysis. There currently exist several bike designated areas on the southeast 

side of Cleveland. Most lead to a deadend and go nowhere significantly. As council respresented I will 

request an analysis of the bike trails, identify points of interest, and determine the needed resources to 

connect trails to those points as well as connecting to adjacent neighborhoods and communities. 

 

Bicycling/walking and safe bike/pedestrian infrastructure enhances quality of life and addresses 

issues such as affordability, equity, access, health, and the safety of our streets. In your view, what 

can the City of Cleveland and you as a member of city council do to actively encourage more people 

to bike and walk? 

Road safety on bikes as well as physcial safety, being harmed while cycling by others, has and remains 

a concern in my community. Bikes have been stolen from children, youth, and adults while out riding. 

Having residents and safety force involvement would reduce such activity when reporting and capturing 

of the offenders take place. Night walking and riding can only happen with more lighting throughout 

the community has been established. Residents must become knowledgable as to how to report 

streetlight outgages. I am currently working with our street/blocks in educating them on the process of 

reporting. Main streets do not appear to be affected but our residential streets suffer from such a 

problem. Vacant and distressed properties on neighborhood streets make residents not willing to move 

freeely throughout their neighborhood.  As council and in my current role as Ward 2 President working 

to implement our safety initiative will continue. Working with our various departments within the City 

of Cleveland's structure will continue. Community engagement continues to be a positive way of getting 

residents, stakeholders, and systems to work collaboratively to address community concerns. 

 

About 25 percent of Cleveland households have no access to an automobile, and are dependent on 

affordable transportation like biking and walking in addition to transit. Have you ever been transit-

dependent or car-free? How do you understand the experiences of residents who don't have the 

option to drive, particularly children, seniors, and people with a disability? Please describe your 

vision for non-motorized transportation. 



Yes, I have been transit-dependent and car-free. When in that position I had to take my child to daycare 

(2 buses rides) and take the rapid to work downtown. The one-way ride took me an hour and a half 

commute. Also in my past position as Fellow for the Center for Community Solutions, a study was 

completed identifying commute time for workers to get to where the jobs were located. One of those 

points of review was on the southeast side of Cleveland to Beechwood and Solon. The study showed 

that travel time for potential workers getting to those communities would take up to 90 minutes. Goals 

1B and 3B would assist in reducing barriers to transportation accessibility. I will work to support and 

advocate the implementation of those goals. 

 

We are at the point now where increasing on-street infrastructure like bike lanes will require some 

difficult decisions, which will not please everyone. A classic example is the struggle between 

installing bike lanes, sometimes at the expense of on-street parking. Give us some insight into your 

decision making process and how you plan to balance the opinions of residents who may be at odds. 

As executive director of the Mt. Pleasant Community Zone we received a Transportation for Livable 

Communities Initiative from NOACA. The proposal was approved for the East 131st Street Corridor Plan.  

The success of the plan being developed was the involvement of community residents, community and 

faith-based organizations, other stakeholders, and a planning oversite team comprised of RTA, NOACA, 

City Planning, NEORSD. The Plan was approved by the Cleveland Planning Commission. The sucees of 

the plan was the involvement of those directly effected by any change that might or would occur. There 

were several meetings held throughout the planning process. There were disagreements and concerns 

but most of all there were consensus building around the final product. The final vote was taken and all 

agreed that the plan for East 131st would benfit the community and those traveling the road. A bike 

lane was included in the final plan. Again community engagement and education leads to the success 

of any project. 

 

The UHBikes Bike Share program, launched in 2016, is a low-cost transportation solution for trips 

that are too far to walk, yet too short to take transit or drive. Have you used this service and what 

are your thoughts? What ideas do you have to help increase the accessibility of bike share, especially 

in lower income communities? 

I have not heard a lot of the UHBikes Bike Share program. I have not used this service. Most of the 

activity has targeted the areas of the hosptial and downtown Cleveland. Honestly, I have not thought 

much about including in the southeast side of Cleveland. Some questions to myself are, where would 

the start and finish be located for the bikes?, what would be the safety mechanisms needed?, and what 

process should be put in place to educate residents with the goal to increase rider participation? 

 

People bike when it’s safe, comfortable, and connects to the places they need to go. Cleveland’s bike 

infrastructure, while it’s come a long way, is still disjointed. In your opinion, what steps do we need 

to take to close these gaps? 

Some answers and concerns were addressed in the first question of this survey. In addition, how to 

change the view that bike riding is for/what children and youth do? The older you get the less likely to 



ride. There are few if any bike racks at our schools, outside our neighborhood stores, barber/beauty 

shops that will encourage biking for pleasure or fun. To close these gaps will take a huge educational 

process that I think is worth the time and resources. 

 

Do you have a biking or walking related story you’d like to tell? Tell us your favorite bike ride or walk 

through the community? 

I walk 3-6 miles a few times per week weather permitting. This time gives me an opportunity to view 

my neighborhood and speak to those who paths I cross. Walking allows me to view situations (good 

and not so good) that I would miss and have missed as I drive through. 

 

Are you aware of the Midway Protected Bike Lane plan recently completed by the Cleveland City 

Planning Commission? Are you supportive of the plan? 

What I have read is the Midway Protected Bike Lane plan is designed to allow safe and convenient 

mode of active transportation for people on bikes. I am supportive of the plan and hope to engage our 

residents in a discussion when appropriate. I also hope the plan has reviewed prior plans that the 

residents have participated in developing (i.e., East 131st Street Plan). 

 

Would you as an elected official hold those making decisions about street design, engineering and 

construction engineering, accountable for the way they design roadways for all road users? 

Yes and again the importance in including and educating our residents as the plans are being 

developed. 

 

Bike Cleveland supports Vision Zero, the principle that transportation should focus on safety of all 

road users (cyclists, pedestrians and motorists) as a foundation, and that the only acceptable 

number of deaths on the road is zero.  2015 was a very dangerous year for Ohio cyclists, with more 

deaths than in the last 40 years. Do you agree with Vision Zero and prioritizing safety over speed? 

How would you implement Vision Zero as an elected official? 

Yes, I support Vision Zero. With limited knowledge of Vision Zero, it will become important that this 

initiative is rolled out in such away that the information is explain to all thoughout our community. In 

our community there are multiple ways of communication that needs to be considered and 

implemented. Community meetings, block/street clubs, Ward meetings, parent/caregivers meetings 

are ways I will use to educate and get support for this initiative. 

 

Why do you think people who care about street safety and/or bicycling and walking issues should 

vote for you? 

I have lived in this community for over 30 years. My parents, children, grandchildren, and relatives are 

residents of this community. I have also worked in the community for over 25 years, I have served and 



continue to serve as Ward 2 President and I have participated in multiple community events and 

activities. I will serve with a P.U.R.P.O.S.E. (People, Unemployment, Revitalization of the community, 

Prosperity, Organize for increased community engagement, Safety, and Empowerment, Education, & 

Economic Development)




