
 

 

 

Name: Russ Gates 

Ward: Ward 7 

 

Do you agree with the goals outlined in the active transportation vision? 

Yes 

 

What components of the vision would you make a priority and how would you implement them? 

Hiring an active transportation engineer (from a practical standpoint: this specialist could educate and 

make recommendations to city council, which would probably help advance some of the other goals); 

Stronger oversight to ensure the 2011 Complete and Green Streets Ordinance is being followed by 

having the appropriate council committee do an audit and holding city departments accountable.  

Amending the ordinance to require better compliance, which would also send a signal it is important; 

Requiring better data request compliance and regular publications; 

Expanding the bike sharing program, such as doubling it; 

Having a leader (i.e., me) that would speak out about the fact that 65% of Clevelanders are obese and 

overweight.  Not easy for a politician to talk about this (you never hear it), but itâ€™s very important.  

It really affects lives.  We need to be healthier.  A city that promotes active transportation will help, and 

I support it, and it will be part of my message; and 

I propose barring private motor vehicles from Public Square and several blocks of Euclid Ave (from E9th 

to Public Square). 

 

 

Bicycling/walking and safe bike/pedestrian infrastructure enhances quality of life and addresses 

issues such as affordability, equity, access, health, and the safety of our streets. In your view, what 

can the City of Cleveland and you as a member of city council do to actively encourage more people 

to bike and walk? 

Take actions of prior answer.  Speak out about needing to be healthier, and that active transportation 

helps social cohesion.  It will help with the goal of making Cleveland a more integrated city; integrated 

by income, race, and religion. 

 

About 25 percent of Cleveland households have no access to an automobile, and are dependent on 

affordable transportation like biking and walking in addition to transit. Have you ever been transit-



dependent or car-free? How do you understand the experiences of residents who don't have the 

option to drive, particularly children, seniors, and people with a disability? Please describe your 

vision for non-motorized transportation. 

I used to bike from my residence on Pearl and Denison (Brooklyn Center) to CSU.  It was great because I 

felt good, it got me to school, and it took care of my exercising needs.  And I used to commute from 

Lakewood to downtown for work via RTA.  But I have always had a car. 

People who can't drive rely on others or the transit system, therefore the transit system must be 

accessible, affordable, and efficient. 

My vision for non-motorized transport is for downtown to be even more pedestrian and bicyclist - 

friendly.  I'd like walking, bikes, and public buses to be the primary mode of transport downtown.  It 

would make the city much more liveable and enjoyable.  For people driving downtown (which is the 

majority), I'd like there to be a quick method for them to park at the outskirts of downtown and 

walk/bike/ride to the center.  People would start incorporating active transit in their plans on being 

downtown.  If downtown takes the lead, I believe other areas of Cleveland will follow.  This should be 

promoted as part of a healthier Cleveland, addressing the fact that 65% of us are obese or overweight. 

 

We are at the point now where increasing on-street infrastructure like bike lanes will require some 

difficult decisions, which will not please everyone. A classic example is the struggle between 

installing bike lanes, sometimes at the expense of on-street parking. Give us some insight into your 

decision making process and how you plan to balance the opinions of residents who may be at odds. 

We want downtown to be a place where people live, not just work, and we want to tackle the 65% 

obesity and overweight statistic.  Walking is not an evil (from a parking garage to your destination), 

and thus I support bike lanes over on-street parking.  It will require more parking garages, but hopefully 

in the long-term people will adapt to more active transportation.  I also think, in the long-term, driver-

less cars will change the landscape of our cities by being smaller, more efficient, and create more room 

for walking and biking.  But that is long-term. 

 

The UHBikes Bike Share program, launched in 2016, is a low-cost transportation solution for trips 

that are too far to walk, yet too short to take transit or drive. Have you used this service and what 

are your thoughts? What ideas do you have to help increase the accessibility of bike share, especially 

in lower income communities? 

I have not used the service but I really like it.  I currently live downtown and I am a walker.  I enjoy 

strolling.  To be honest, the one reservation I have is that they are bright red and have a basket (it 

would be nice if they were a bit more inconspicuous looking or had more than one version).  I'd like to 

expand the bike share program.  I would support pilot programs to put the bike share program in Ward 

7 (a lower income area, generally speaking), with bike stations at the rec centers, schools, and largest 

shopping plazas.  Meaning, I would be willing to look for room in the budget to fund the pilot program, 

perhaps in partnership with UH or Cleveland Clinic.  It may be within our reach to have the program 

extend from University Circle, through Ward 7, to downtown.  It would be interesting to learn if 

vandalism would make the program unfeasible in high-crime areas, hence the pilot program. 



 

People bike when it’s safe, comfortable, and connects to the places they need to go. Cleveland’s bike 

infrastructure, while it’s come a long way, is still disjointed. In your opinion, what steps do we need 

to take to close these gaps? 

I think hiring an active transportation engineer to inform city council would be the wisest step, and he 

or she could lead the expansion of biking infrastructure. 

 

Do you have a biking or walking related story you’d like to tell? Tell us your favorite bike ride or walk 

through the community? 

I recently walked - not kidding - 24 miles over a 10 hour period while on vacation.  It was more of a 

personal challenge and not really necessary, but I got to see a lot of the countryside.  It was kind of 

dangerous so I don't recommend doing that (as the roads were not pedestrian-friendly, plus my feet 

were torn up for days.) 

 

Are you aware of the Midway Protected Bike Lane plan recently completed by the Cleveland City 

Planning Commission? Are you supportive of the plan? 

No, I am not that familiar.  I am supportive in theory, but the cost - of course - will be the issue.  My 

focus is on bringing down the homicide rate.  I do feel that active transportation is definitely good for 

minorities and poorer communities, so I am open to it for sure.  It creates a less alienating, more 

cohesive society, which I absolutely want.  But I cannot commit to major spending without knowing the 

whole picture.  I generally want more money for detectives, supporting the gang task force, and more 

police patrols at night, etc.  For me, the Bike Lane plan would be a priority but not my top priority, to be 

honest. 

 

Would you as an elected official hold those making decisions about street design, engineering and 

construction engineering, accountable for the way they design roadways for all road users? 

Yes, absolutely.  I think our city councilpersons can do a better job, in general, of exercising their 

oversight obligations.  I am a believer that city design is a critical part of our environment. 

 

Bike Cleveland supports Vision Zero, the principle that transportation should focus on safety of all 

road users (cyclists, pedestrians and motorists) as a foundation, and that the only acceptable 

number of deaths on the road is zero.  2015 was a very dangerous year for Ohio cyclists, with more 

deaths than in the last 40 years. Do you agree with Vision Zero and prioritizing safety over speed? 

How would you implement Vision Zero as an elected official? 

Yes, I think safety is more important than speed.  I'm a slow driver, generally, for that reason.  Cars are 

obviously extremely dangerous.  Vision Zero has it right - no deaths on the road.  I think Vision Zero 

requires adherence to the 2011 Complete and Green Streets Ordinance, amending that ordinance, and 

exercising oversight to ensure it's being followed; hiring an active transportation engineer; and 



encouraging police officers to pull over drivers that put cyclists and pedestrians at risk (that will get 

people's attention). 

 

Why do you think people who care about street safety and/or bicycling and walking issues should 

vote for you? 

Because I am honest with regard to what I will support; I support the objectives of active 

transportation; I understand it is good for Ward 7 residents (low income, minority); I open to learning; 

and I am serious about city council exercising their oversight role, in all areas.  Plus, I have a plan to 

bring down the homicide rate and I know all Clevelanders (or most) support that.




