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Do you agree with the goals outlined in the active transportation vision? 

Yes 

 

What components of the vision would you make a priority and how would you implement them? 

I believe that increasing the safety for bike riders has to be a priority for the next administration.  I 

recently saw a report on the news that referred to a term I'd never heard before.  The term was 

"dooring".  This happens when automobile drivers open their doors while an unsuspecting cyclist is 

riding by.  This practice has resulted in very serious injuries to riders and has to be addressed through 

educating drivers. 

 

Bicycling/walking and safe bike/pedestrian infrastructure enhances quality of life and addresses 

issues such as affordability, equity, access, health, and the safety of our streets. In your view, what 

can the City of Cleveland and you as Mayor do to actively encourage more people to bike and walk? 

As mayor, I'd hold walking and riding events that I would personally participate in.  If you look at what 

Michelle Obama was able to do in terms of promoting healthy eating and exercise, I think she gave a 

perfect example of how government can encourage a healthy lifestyle without being overbearing. 

 

About 25 percent of Cleveland households have no access to an automobile, and are dependent on 

affordable transportation like biking and walking in addition to transit. Have you ever been transit-

dependent or car-free? How do you understand the experiences of residents who don't have the 

option to drive, particularly children, seniors, and people with a disability? Please describe your 

vision for non-motorized transportation. 

I personally do not own a car.  My wife does, and when she uses it, I'm either relegated to my 

motorcycle or the RTA.  As a frequent transit rider, I understand how important the dependence on 

public transportation is for a large number of our residents.  Access to public transit increases upward 

mobility as it relates to employability. Of course our children use public transportation to go to and 

from school.  Obviously, our seniors and disabled residents are incredibly dependent on public 

transportation and to that end, we should do all we can to ensure access and affordability to those 

constituents.  As would-be elected officials, we can't know all the answers to all of the problems but, we 

can listen to those who are most affected by our policies and surround ourselves with people who've 

studied issues like these extensively.  I would convene a roundtable of stakeholders in order to begin a 

continuing dialogue, so that collectively figure out how to best address these issues. 



 

We are at the point now where increasing on-street infrastructure like bike lanes will require some 

difficult decisions, which will not please everyone. A classic example is the struggle between 

installing bike lanes, sometimes at the expense of on-street parking. Give us some insight into your 

decision making process and how you plan to balance the opinions of residents who may be at odds. 

Balance is the key word here.  In specific neighborhoods where bike lanes are proposed, we have to 

bring together people who live, work and shop in those neighborhoods in order to implement a plan 

that works for the majority of residents involved.  I think we all know that resolution of an issue such as 

this will be difficult but community involvement is an absolute necessity. My campaign has focused on 

listening more than talking.  I think I've done well in being guided by the input of concerned citizens.  I'll 

do the same as mayor. 

 

The UHBikes Bike Share program, launched in 2016, is a low-cost transportation solution for trips 

that are too far to walk, yet too short to take transit or drive. Have you used this service and what 

are your thoughts? What ideas do you have to help increase the accessibility of bike share, especially 

in lower income communities? 

I have not used this service, but I think it's a wonderful idea.  In running the non-profit I founded, I've 

been very successful in bridging public/private partnerships.  I think the philanthropic community needs 

to be more engaged in increasing opportunities such as this, especially in low income neighborhoods, 

where the need is the greatest. 

 

People bike when it’s safe, comfortable, and connects to the places they need to go. Cleveland’s bike 

infrastructure, while it’s come a long way, is still disjointed. In your opinion, what steps do we need 

to take to close these gaps? 

Again, stakeholders need to be heard on the issue.  We must have enough respect for our riders to 

invite them to the table and find out where they feel these gaps exist.  Moving forward, we should work 

with our riders to address the issue of our disjointed infrastructure in a way that's fiscally responsible. 

 

Do you have a biking or walking related story you’d like to tell? Tell us your favorite bike ride or walk 

through the community? 

I'm not sure that I have a favorite walking or biking story but, I do walk a lot around Shaker Square, 

Buckeye and Larchmere.  For me, getting around on foot has proven to be a great way to connect with 

people in the community.  The neighborhood I live in is very diverse and it's great to see people from 

different walks of life mingling and getting along. 

 

Are you aware of the Midway Protected Bike Lane plan recently completed by the Cleveland City 

Planning Commission? Are you supportive of the plan? 



I have recently become aware of the plan and I'm in full support of it.  It's a bit embarrassing that 

Cleveland is again lagging behind other major cities in important areas such as this. 

 

Would you as an elected official hold those making decisions about street design, engineering and 

construction engineering, accountable for the way they design roadways for all road users? 

Absolutely. 

 

Bike Cleveland supports Vision Zero, the principle that transportation should focus on safety of all 

road users (cyclists, pedestrians and motorists) as a foundation, and that the only acceptable 

number of deaths on the road is zero.  2015 was a very dangerous year for Ohio cyclists, with more 

deaths than in the last 40 years. Do you agree with Vision Zero and prioritizing safety over speed? 

How would you implement Vision Zero as an elected official? 

I do agree with Vision Zero's mission.  I think we have to look at reducing speed limits when possible.  

We must also educate the public about the changing landscape and the importance of being aware and 

respectful of pedestrians and riders. 

 

Why do you think people who care about street safety and/or bicycling and walking issues should 

vote for you? 

I have a history of serving underserved populations.  If you talk to residents I've met with, you'll hear 

people speak of my ability to listen and take their concerns under serious consideration.  I have an 

open-door policy and I give my cell phone number out willingly.  I'm fair.  I'm honest and I'm 

transparent.  Under my administration, Cleveland will make significant progress on the issues of public 

transit and pedestrian and biking accessibility and safety.

 




