
 

 

 

Name: Jeff Johnson 

Mayoral Candidate 

Do you agree with the goals outlined in the active transportation vision? 

Yes 

 

What components of the vision would you make a priority and how would you implement them? 

1. Create a create an Office of Transportation 

a. I would create an Office of Transportation to oversee all transportation activities in Cleveland, 

including biking, public transit, automobile and walking. 

2. Commit to the elimination of traffic injuries 

a. I would do this by enhancing data-driven traffic enforcement to protect bikers and walkers. 

Also, have an official city sponsored education initiative for city residents and visitors re: share the 

streets and keep everyone safe. 

3. Implement safety countermeasures 

a. I would design bike lanes and streets to be more bike friendly, lower speed limits in certain 

areas, and implement meaningful behavior change in drivers. Also, as noted above lead citywide 

education initiative. 

 

 

Bicycling/walking and safe bike/pedestrian infrastructure enhances quality of life and addresses 

issues such as affordability, equity, access, health, and the safety of our streets. In your view, what 

can the City of Cleveland and you as Mayor do to actively encourage more people to bike and walk? 

Announce citywide priority to change mobility in the city to include all types of movement through our 

community. This will include more bike lanes and facilities. The goal is improving the infrastructure that 

improves the coexistence of all of the different mobility options 

 

About 25 percent of Cleveland households have no access to an automobile, and are dependent on 

affordable transportation like biking and walking in addition to transit. Have you ever been transit-

dependent or car-free? How do you understand the experiences of residents who don't have the 

option to drive, particularly children, seniors, and people with a disability? Please describe your 

vision for non-motorized transportation. 



I am councilman of Ward 10 which has one of the highest levels of non-car ownership in the city. Many 

of my constituents do drive and rely on bus for transport, and for the last 8 years I had to fight to create 

more opportunities for them to have more equitable access to transportation. My vision for non-

motorized transportation includes bike ridership at the same levels of other mid-sized cities, more 

reliable bus transport, and a more walkable Cleveland. I was briefly transit-dependent when I was 

unable to use my car. I took the bus and understood the need for reliable transit service and how it 

impacts daily lives. 

 

We are at the point now where increasing on-street infrastructure like bike lanes will require some 

difficult decisions, which will not please everyone. A classic example is the struggle between 

installing bike lanes, sometimes at the expense of on-street parking. Give us some insight into your 

decision making process and how you plan to balance the opinions of residents who may be at odds. 

Decisions will be made based on specific circumstances along with need and demand. I generally 

believe in bike lanes so the presumption is to include them. However, on-street parking is important 

and determination must be made as to business or residential impact and citizen access to impacted 

businesses or residences. 

 

The UHBikes Bike Share program, launched in 2016, is a low-cost transportation solution for trips 

that are too far to walk, yet too short to take transit or drive. Have you used this service and what 

are your thoughts? What ideas do you have to help increase the accessibility of bike share, especially 

in lower income communities? 

I believe bike sharing is an important addition to increasing mobility within the community. I also 

believe it is possible for every community with the right approach that takes into consideration a new 

mobility infrastructure discussed above so that safety is improved. Issues of crime and automobile 

speeding also have to be part of the review as this concept is expanded into other neighborhoods. I 

have not used the UHBikes Share program, but I believe the first step is to put UHBikes or an alternative 

into these areas at a reduced rate to encourage bike use. 

 

People bike when it’s safe, comfortable, and connects to the places they need to go. Cleveland’s bike 

infrastructure, while it’s come a long way, is still disjointed. In your opinion, what steps do we need 

to take to close these gaps? 

Invest in connections of existing bike lanes together, continue to find new roads to build bike lanes and 

continue to invest in bike infrastructure around the city. Provide education program as discussed above 

to gain greater acceptance from public. 

 

Do you have a biking or walking related story you’d like to tell? Tell us your favorite bike ride or walk 

through the community? 

Riding with my family through Metro Parks is a favorite pastime. 



 

Are you aware of the Midway Protected Bike Lane plan recently completed by the Cleveland City 

Planning Commission? Are you supportive of the plan? 

Yes. 

 

Would you as an elected official hold those making decisions about street design, engineering and 

construction engineering, accountable for the way they design roadways for all road users? 

Yes. 

 

Bike Cleveland supports Vision Zero, the principle that transportation should focus on safety of all 

road users (cyclists, pedestrians and motorists) as a foundation, and that the only acceptable 

number of deaths on the road is zero.  2015 was a very dangerous year for Ohio cyclists, with more 

deaths than in the last 40 years. Do you agree with Vision Zero and prioritizing safety over speed? 

How would you implement Vision Zero as an elected official? 

Yes, I agree with Vision Zero and see it vital to increasing bike ridership across Cleveland. I would 

implement Vision Zero by lowering speed limits in some areas, redesigning streets to be more bike 

friendly, implementing meaningful behavior change and enhance data-driven traffic enforcement. 

Provide citywide education initiative as discussed above. 

 

 

Why do you think people who care about street safety and/or bicycling and walking issues should 

vote for you? 

 

I have been a stalwart supporter of street safety and advocate of bicycling during my 30+ years of 

public service. I have worked hard to support walkable and safe streets for Clevelanders, and have 

supported increasing bike lanes and facilities in the city. It has been important for me to develop a 

relationship with the biking groups of Cleveland to insure I am aware of problems, solutions, and future 

of biking in the city. I believe all great American cities must be walkable and bike friendly, and I will take 

these beliefs to City Hall.    

 


